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Dear All, 

  

A shorter feedback than usual. It's good to know that these feedbacks are prized, especially by those 

who have read the book but don't come to the meetings. That does create a problem since they are 

harder to write when I have only a few views to feed back to you. I realise many of you are busy with 

other things, but I am, too. We are driving to England tomorrow morning to be with our family.  

  

I am also having to spend time on fighting organisational problems, of which some of you are aware. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 There were very mixed reactions to "The Kiss" by Joan Lingard . It turned out to be one of our least 

popular choices. I deliberately hadn't pointed out that the book had been written for adolescent as 

well as adult readers. Joan Lingard had adapted her style to appeal to teenagers. eg less descriptive 

passages, use of a lot of colloquial words, and social issues relevant to teenagers were featured 

strongly. For example, crushes on teachers, the break up of families, homelessness,  drugs, teenage 

obsession etc. It was interesting that most of the groups hadn't questioned the distinctive 

style."Crossover" novels are becoming increasingly popular since the success of "Curious incident of 

the dog in the nighttime." 

  

"The Kiss" tells the story of  Cormac,a well meaning, male, passionate art teacher who has to cope 

with one of his female fifteen year old pupils becoming obsessed with him. We all felt that he was 

rather gullible and didn't handle the circumstances very wisely.He should have told his wife and his 

colleagues much earlier than he did. He also allowed himself on the school trip to Paris to be lured 

into compromising situations. 

  

We discussed the dangers for teachers of being too passionate about their subjects. Clarinda, a very 

talented art student, responded to his passion too enthusiasticaly and misinterpreted his signals. 

She also lived only with her mother and was attracted by the idea of a father figure .Cormac shared 

his love of Rodin with her. Rodin had had an affair with the artist Gwen John. Clarinda fantasised 

about being Cormac's Gwen John, Gwen John had stalked Rodin, waiting in his garden for him on 

many occasions. Clarinda copied this behaviour and stood in the road outside Cormac's house for 

hours waiting for him. And sent him very intimate letters to his home. 

  

She pursues him on the trip to Paris  On not being allowed into his room in the hotel, she rushes 

out into the Parisian streets, forcing him to go after her. Then follows the one kiss, which proves to 

be his downfall. On returning to Edinburgh, she informs the headmaster what happened. Cormac is 

immediately suspended from teaching  and his life is doomed from that point on to never be the 

same again. He loses his job, his marriage, his reputation, his home. I found this totally unfair and 

tragic and really sympathised with him. I was surprised that more members of the groups had not 



felt more deeply for him, especially teachers in the groups. 

  

We talked about male teachers often being the subjects of teenage crushes. The general view was 

that Cormac had brought the situation on himself, I felt that he had done his best to be kind and a 

good, inspiring teacher. Others agreed with me, especially our one male teacher group member!!  

We felt that it was a believable scenario and could happen in any school. The taint of peadophilia 

lingers and sticks, even when there is no evidence. There is often a mob mentality in Britain, which 

rears its head over this subject, and innocent men are sometimes attacked unjustly. 

  

 We were disappointed that the underlying theme of  the art of Rodin and Gwen John was not  

developed.more. We would all have liked more details of the sculptures .But we feel inspired to visit 

the Rodin museum if we visit Paris. 

  

Cormac and Rachel's marriage was portrayed as  very successful and we were rather puzzled when 

they separated. This was not explained well enough. Their arrangements for the children were very 

civilised. Even so, Cormac's daughter Sophie gets involved with a boy begging on the street and is 

eventually physically harmed by him. A  lesson for the teenage reader! Cormac is a very good 

father and very caring to his children. Perhaps the picture of the family was a little too perfect. As 

being part of a single family is so normal these days, some of the adolescent readers may feel 

disadvantaged , if they never see their father or have very little contact with him. As is so common. 

  

We didn't like Cormac's mother very much. She had withheld letters from his absent father and 

forced him to phone all over Ireland when his father disappeared. This seemed a cruel thing to ask 

him to do as a child. The aunts were perceived as "one big Catholic blur" . Auntie Sal seeming to be 

the kindest. The incident when Cormac is responsible for the death of another boy in a cycling 

accident, could have been better drawn. We are left with an uncertainty as to how this has 

influenced his development. 

  

I learnt from the groups that I hadn't formed pictures of the characters in my mind. I had no idea 

what Cormac looked like. The most vivid description was of Clarinda's mother Mrs Bain- 

shimmering in her exotic, brightly coloured dressing gown, covered in dragons.She was determined 

to appear "arty" and "bohemian" and was  herself obsessed with the poet Robert Burns. She 

undoubtedly encouraged Clarinda to accuse Cormac of sexual harrassment. A bitter single parent? 

Perhaps.We thought. 

  

The overall conclusion was that the book had been rather disappointing. The storyline had been 

rather obvious and not as engaging as it could have been. I was pleased that some English teachers 

would use the book in future with their students. I am sure that it will prove popular with teenage 

readers. 

  



Apologies for the book proving to be rather difficult to buy. Amazon had advertised that the book 

was available and then let some people down. 

  

Jan 


